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Fossil insects provide a unique record of ecological and evolutionary response to past
environmental changes and are invaluable for understanding the impacts of climate change

on the current biodiversity crisis. Given current models of future climate change and the
important role that insects play in human society (biodiversity, pests, pollination, vectors of
disease), the ability to access these data and make predictions about future insect populations
has become even more urgent. The Fossil Insect Collaborative will make available all the major
collections of fossil insect specimens in the United States by creating electronic specimen records
consisting of digital images and associated collection data.
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